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GUESS WHAT?
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When Cambodian Prime 
Minister Hun Sen publicly 
insulted an unspecifi ed 
female politician recently, 
he got more than he 
bargained for: His implied 
target turned around and 
sued him.

The prime minister’s insult 
might be considered typi-
cal in a country with con-
tinuing gender inequality, 

but that didn’t mean Mu Sochua was 
going to take it lying down.

For 20 years, Mu Sochua has been 
a voice for exploited Cambodians. 
As the Vietnam War spread to Cam-
bodia in 1972, the then 18-year-old 
was exiled, with no chance to say 
goodbye to her parents, who later 
vanished under the Khmer Rouge 
regime. She spent 18 years overseas, 
studying and working in Paris, the 
US and Italy and in refugee camps 
along the Thai–Cambodian border.

Since her return in 1989, she has 
been hands-on in rebuilding her 
homeland, fi rst as an activist and 
now as a politician, focusing on 
women’s and children’s issues.

“I had the choice of being part of 
the reconstruction of Cambodia and 
I took that choice,” said Sochua, a 
member of parliament for the Sam 
Rainsy Party (SRP), the leading op-
position to the ruling Cambodian 
People’s Party (CPP).

In 1991, Sochua formed the fi rst 
Khmer women’s organization, Khe-
mara, and joined the FUNCINPEC 
political party, winning a national 
assembly seat representing Battam-
bang in 1998. She soon became the 
fi rst female minister for women’s 
and veterans’ affairs. 

“What prepared me for the job 
was my early return, before the 
country was even offi cially open to 
the Western world, which put an 
embargo on it during 1975 to 1990.”

Her fi rst ministerial act was to 
launch a national campaign for 
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Magna International chair-
man Frank Stronach, who 
left Europe a virtually pen-

niless toolmaker over 50 years ago, 
is returning to fashion a car-making 
dynasty after clinching a deal for 
Germany’s Opel. 

The 76-year-old Magna founder 
– a rags-to-riches tycoon with a pas-
sion for soccer, hard work and fast 
horses – emigrated to Canada aged 
21 with US$200 and a suitcase. 

Now his auto parts fi rm has 
clinched a deal to take an Opel stake, 
after a fraught week of negotia-
tions, with rival bidder Sergio Mar-
chionne, CEO of Italy’s Fiat, insist-
ing “life will move on” without Opel. 

The son of a labor rights activist 
father and a factory worker mother, 
Stronach left school aged 14 to be-
come a tool and die apprentice at 
a factory in Weiz, the town in the 

MU SOCHUA

Her struggle led to her decision to 
sue Hun Sen for defamation, after he 
allegedly called her “cheung klang” 
(strong leg), an offensive term for 
women, during a speech in her 
Kampot constituency. He immedi-
ately responded with a countersuit, 
a threat to remove her parliamen-
tary immunity and a request that the 
Cambodian Bar Association investi-
gate her lawyer, Kong Sam Onn.

Without immunity, Sochua faces 
imprisonment and her lawyer faces 
disbarment. However, she is deter-
mined to proceed with the case.

“If no action was taken against 

[his] words, the people will never 
want to seek assistance from me 
again,” she says, adding his com-
ments violated her rights and gener-
ally devalued women.

While she believes she has little 
chance of a fair trial, with the courts 
said to be under the infl uence of the 
executive, she hopes her case will 
publicize the weaknesses of the ju-
diciary and demonstrate that no one 
is above the law.

Whatever the outcome, Sochua 
continues to look to the future. She 
hopes Cambodia can eventually be 
economically independent and a key 

player in ASEAN, citing Indonesia 
as a model to follow.

“For that we need to be account-
able to our people fi rst and be 
credible in the eyes of the ASEAN 
community,” she says. “That is the 
long-term investment I am work-
ing on and why I intend to remain 
in politics: To give what it takes to 
bring new leadership for Cambo-
dia and to give our youth of today a 
chance to have what youth in neigh-
boring nations are enjoying.”

This determination shows she 
cannot be stained by any dirty 
words, no matter who throws them.

FRANK STRONACH

Magna’s rags-to-riches tycoon 
seeks to crown legacy with Opel

southeastern foothills of the Aus-
trian Alps where he was born. 

His personal fortune is now esti-
mated at more than US$1 billion, but 
when he arrived in Canada, Stro-
nach’s fi rst job was peeling potatoes 
and washing dishes. 

“I experienced what it was like 
to be hungry, to be discriminated 
against and to be treated unfairly,” 
Stronach has said. 

He now prides himself on treat-
ing his workforce well. Staff receive 
a share in company profi ts and indi-
vidual plants are run as independent 
entities. 

After a string of rejections, Stro-
nach got his break with the small 
tool and die company he went on to 
manage. 

Now, more than half a century on 
as an unprecedented crisis engulfs 
the automotive industry, Stronach 
is setting his sights on Europe and 
Russia through the long-established 
German brand General Motors is 
hiving off. 

Stronach is betting fi rmly on the 
future, hoping to grab an initial 20 

percent slice of a market that was 
until recently expected to overtake 
Germany as Europe’s biggest this 
year or next: Russia. 

The company that started out in 
a Toronto garage over 50 years ago 
may emerge as a major player in the 
cutthroat Western European auto 
market, competing against the likes 
of Fiat, BMW and Volkswagen AG, 
all of which Magna currently counts 
as customers. 

Stronach’s reputation as a fair 
boss led Opel labor leaders to favor 
Magna’s bid early on, but comments 
on possible job cuts and plant clo-
sures made by the group’s co-chief 
executive caused outrage. 

Magna, the world’s third largest 
automotive parts supplier by reve-
nue, is partnering with Russia’s larg-
est lender Sberbank on the 700 mil-
lion euro Opel bid. 

Stronach is married with two chil-
dren – daughter Belinda is a former 
MP and former CEO of Magna and 
son Andrew is involved in thorough-
bred horse-racing, a passion shared 
with his father. 

“There’s a big legacy thing going 
on here,” said IHS Global Insight 
auto analyst Tim Urquhart, about 
the Opel bid. “I think he wants to 
turn himself into a big OEM [origi-
nal equipment manufacturer] ... and 
this will be a sort of legacy to his 
company.” 

After clinching the deal in the 
early hours of Saturday morning, the 
man who started out working 16-
hour days, sleeping next to his lathe 
in a Toronto garage, has secured a 
place in history for his company. 

And if his bet pays off, Magna may 
fi nd itself jockeying for pole posi-
tion once the auto industry bounces 
back. 
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The MTV Movie Awards were 
a blood bath Sunday night 
with Twilight taking fi ve tro-

phies, including best movie. But it 
was Sacha Baron Cohen who gave 
the show its trademark bizarro mo-
ment when he landed upside-down 
on the lap of Eminem, who may or 
may not have been deeply offended. 

Twilight, the popular vampire 
drama starring Robert Pattinson and 
Kristen Stewart, sucked up golden 
popcorn trophies for best movie, best 
fi ght, best kiss, breakthrough male 
performance and breakthrough fe-
male performance during Sunday’s 
freewheeling and often-bleeped cer-
emony at the Gibson Amphitheatre 
in Universal City, California. 

“The fans are the ultimate driving 
force,” Stewart said while accepting 
her best female performance trophy 
(which she promptly dropped on 
the fl oor, breaking off a chunk of the 
golden popcorn). Awards were de-
cided by fan votes. 

But everyone was upstaged by 
Baron Cohen, who fl ew in on a wire, 
hanging above the audience. Dressed 
as fl amboyant character “Bruno” in a 

gender equality, Neary Rattanak 
(Women Are Precious Gems), which 
transformed an old Khmer proverb, 
“A man is gold; a woman is a white 
piece of cloth” into “Men are gold; 
women are precious gems.” 

The rewritten proverb argues 
that women are as valuable as men; 
if “dirtied”, they can shine again like 
gems, rather than be stained forever 
like a muddied cloth. 

However, in July 2004, she re-
signed, claiming corruption hin-
dered her work. She joined the SRP, 
becoming the party’s fi rst female 
secretary-general in 2006. 

Her struggle has been recognized 
by several nominations and awards, 
including a 2005 Nobel Peace Prize 
nomination and the 2005 Vital Voic-
es Human Rights Global Leadership 
Award, presented by then US sena-
tor Hillary Clinton. 

Sochua, who is fl uent in English, 
French and Khmer, and holds de-
grees in psychology and social work 
from US universities,  says her inter-
national background enhances her 
work, but only to a point.

“The Western education allows 
me to know what the international 
standards are for human rights, for 
gender equality and for quality of 
life, and it allows me to set these 
standards for the women of Cambo-
dia, but in a modifi ed way in order to 
keep in balance values and culture.

“I am very clear about what can 
work in Cambodia and what is to-
tally from the West.”

She believes the key to positive 
change lies in giving people the right 
to participate in national develop-
ment without discrimination. 

“[Development] must be based 
on the preservation of the country’s 
resources, which are plentiful but so 
badly managed because of corrup-
tion and lack of rule of law.”

Sochua’s three daughters have 
all followed in her humanitarian 
footsteps. Although she says Asian 
people look at her with “sorry eyes” 
when they hear she has no sons, she 
is fi ercely proud of her girls, saying 
they inspire her to fi ght even harder 
for equal access to education and 
healthcare and for gender equality.

“[Each time] I go to the police sta-
tion and work with survivors of gen-
der-based violence, I imagine myself 
a victim and that my daughters are 
caught in this cycle of violence.”
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ONE OF CAMBODIA’S 

PRECIOUS GEMS

Lucia de Giovanni

MTV AWARDS

Cohen’s ‘Bruno’ steals the show
pair of feathery white wings and his 
rear end mostly exposed, the comedi-
an crashed into an overhead obstacle 
and was lowered head-fi rst into the 
lap of Eminem, his bare hindquarters 
in the rapper’s face. 

“Is the real Slim Shady about to 
stand up?” chirped Baron Cohen. 

Eminem seemed visibly upset by 
the encounter, and members of his 
entourage roughly removed Baron 
Cohen as the rapper struggled to get 
out. But had the self-styled homo-
phobic rapper been punked by Bar-
on Cohen and MTV, or was he in on 
the elaborate stunt? 

Free of the scene, Eminem stormed 
out with his entourage in tow – and 
cameras rolling – and hit the exits. 

Baron Cohen’s descent to the 
audience was included in rehears-
als, but Eminem – who performed 
Sunday night – didn’t take part in 
that piece of the run-through. As 
the rapper stormed off, it sounded 
as though he was wearing a micro-
phone, and cameras were in position 
to record his fast exit, but he was not 
seen or heard from again. 

Baron Cohen’s publicist, Mat-
thew Labov, had no comment. A 
spokeswoman for MTV would not 
confi rm whether Eminem was 
caught by surprise. 

Ozzy Osbourne sues over
Black Sabbath name

NEW YORK: Ozzy Osbourne has 
accused former Black Sabbath band 
mate Tony Iommi of taking over the 
heavy metal titans’ name and cost-
ing him royalties. 

Osbourne issued a statement 
imploring Iommi, considered one 
of heavy metal’s guitar greats, to “do 
the right thing.” 

“Tony, I am so sorry it’s had to get 
to this point by me having to take 
this action against you,” the singer-
turned-reality show star said. 

But, he added, “we’ve all worked 
too hard and long in our careers to 
allow you to sell merchandise that 
features all our faces, old Black Sab-
bath album covers and band logos, 
and then you tell us that you own 
the copyright.” 

The band, known for its apoca-
lyptic bent and such hits as “Iron 
Man” and “Paranoid”, has sold 
more than 100 million albums 
worldwide and was inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. It 
made a star – and a spectacle – of 
Osbourne and his from-the-crypt 
howl before he was fi red in 1979. 

“To fans of heavy metal music,” 
Osbourne’s lawsuit says, “Ozzy has 
become synonymous with Black 
Sabbath.” 

Iommi, who registered the Black 
Sabbath trademark in the US in 
2000, said the band’s co-founders, 
including Osbourne, legally relin-
quished rights to the band’s name in 
the 1980s.  — AP

Sujiwo undergoes
the hardest cut

JAKARTA: Appearing in a new 
comedy on politics meant eccentric 
artist Sujiwo Tejo had to do some-
thing he hadn’t done in years: Get a 
haircut.

“This fi lm required a sacrifi ce for 
me, because I was willing to get my 
hair cut even though I haven’t had 
a haircut since I was at university,” 
the previously long-haired Sujiwo 
told reporters at the launch of the 
fi lm Capres in Jakarta on Sunday. 

The 47-year-old performer said 
he agreed to appear in the fi lm be-
cause of his interest in politics. 

“I’ve been waiting for a fi lm on 
politics for so long,” said the actor, 
whose real name is Agus Hadi Su-
jiwo. “After all this time we only had 
horror fi lms.”

“Capres” is usually an abbrevia-
tion for “Calon Presiden” or presi-
dential candidate, but in this case 
it stands for “Calo Presiden”, which 
means “a broker for the president”.

Sujiwo, who was born in Jember, 
East Java, graduated from the Band-
ung Institute of Technology. He 
worked as a journalist at Kompas
newspaper for eight years before 
going on to become a writer, paint-
er, musician and puppet master. 

He has appeared in several 
movies including Janji Joni (Joni’s 
Promise), Kafi r (Infi del) and Detik 
Terakhir (Last Second). He also per-
formed in the play KabaretJo, from 
“Ketawa Bareng Tejo” or “Laughing 
with Tejo”.

As a puppet master, Sujiwo 
frequently breaks the pattern of 
traditional Javanese puppetry such 
as by presenting the evil character 
Rahwana as a good character or 
by showing the usually benevolent 
Pandawa family as not always right 
in their deeds. — JP
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